SCULPTURE              .

in very large iron foundries in the Gupta age but and as Mr. Percy
Brown lias stated it is " a remarkable tribute to the genius and
manipulative dexterity of the Indian iron-worker." l .Though not in
any particular way an extraordinary structure of architectural beauty
it has been well characterised as " a landmark denoting the dividing
line between the age of primitivism and the beginning of the early
me'dieval era."9

It is worth noting here that just as the Gupta type of flat
roof became current in the Jaina school of architecture in the 16th
century in Tuluva, among the Jainas, the monoliths too became a
feature of Jaina art during this period. This characteristic shows
how particular motifs and designs in Indian architecture ran per-
sistently through the fabric of Indian art through the centuries from
one end of India to the other regardless of distance, time and
political vicissitudes.

.   VI    Sculpture.

1,   Iconography

' These fine temples, which were erected in the Gupta dominions,
enshrined some of the most beautiful examples of Gupfca sculpture,
which may, for the sake of convenience, be divided into Buddhistt
Jaina and Hindu. These sculptures may be further subdivided into
bronzes, stone images and bas-reliefs. The chief centres of Gupta
sculpture have been claimed to be Mathura, Benares, and Patna
which were the sources of Scythian, Buddhist and Hindu influences.^.
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The early temple of Siva at Bhurnara reveals several Saiva
images. There is a huge Eka-Mukha linga 6' 1" high, the upper
part of which is a plain cylinder with an image of Siva on either
side.4 A fine image of Ganesa, seated on a thick cushion, wearing
the usual .ornaments and a crown, having only one tusk and two long
elephant ears, is unfortunately broken.5 Torsos with halos have
been discovered and though broken they reveal a fine sense of outline,
delicacy of perception and mastery of figure,6 These figures were
probably placed in the porch in front of the pradakfiw while the
medallions filled up the ca%a~windows panels along the cornices of
the man4apa of temples. These medallions are usually representations

1 Brown, op. cit., p. 58.

3 Rid.

8 Bauer ji, The Age of the Imperial Gtiptes, p. 160.

1 M.A.S.I, no. 16, pi. XV, (c).
^ Ibid., (a and*).
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